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opposed nay . Re c o r d p l e a se , Mr . C l er k .

CLERK: 24 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, to place the house under
c al l .

SENATOR CUDABACK: The house is under call. All unauthorized
personnel p l e as e l e av e t h e f l oo r . Unex c u sed s enat or s r e p o r t t o
the Chamber. The house is under call. The house is under call.
Senator Bromm, you may continue to close.

SPEAKER BROMM : Thank you , Mr . President. App reci ate the
d iscu s s i o n a n d t h e d e b a t e t h i s mo r n i ng ag a i n . I t h i n k v a l i d
points were raised and discussed thoroughly. Appreciate Senator
Beut l e r a n d Sen a t o r W e h r b e in a nd o t he r s g i v i ng t h i s a g oo d de a l
o f t h o u g h t . An d I k no w i t ' s p a i n f u l f o r t hem t oo . Bu t I
appreciate their support on the amendment. These are the kinds
of decisions we' re going to have to m ake a few mo re o f yet
b efor e we ' r e do n e h e r e t h i s y e a r . But this is not
insignificant. It is appr oximately a 35 .. .or, $29 million
r educ t i o n i n t he ma i n l i n e a p p r o p r i a t i o n . Re du c e s t h a t , wi t h t h e
Raikes amendment, by about $29 million. So that, plus the prior
amendment on the smoking p r ogram, g ets us about $35 million
r educ t i o n . I t ' s a h a r d se l l f r om t h e st an d p o i n t o f t h o se wh o
are very concerned about property tax. A nd we all are. But
there are more good reasons to do this than not. Th e d ecision
with regard to the levy, whether it's $1.00, $1.05, or $1.03, or
99 cents, still ultimately lies with the local board. And I
know in some cases they' re going to feel terrific pressure, and
t hey' re goi ng t o f eel l i ke t he y ' ve go t n o c h o i c e b u t t o go t o
$1.05. And in some cases that probably will be t rue. In
o thers , how e v er , I t hi nk i t wi l l not be t r ue . And i n som e
cases, i t wi l l f or ce sc h o o l s , o n c e a g a i n , t o exa mine t h e ent i r e
structure, look at some o f t heir neighboring schools to see
whether they can do anything tc reduce expenditures. And I
t h in k t ha t ' s wh at t h e p ub l i c ex pe c t s u s a l l t o d o . I t h i n k t h a t
if we do this, we' re just going to be one pretty big step closer
t o g e t t i n g t h i s t h i n g p u t t og e t he r . An d I ' m no t su r e wh at we ' r e
going t o do y et on t h e re ve n ue s i d e . That wi l l be up t o al l of
u s . I wa n t t o r emi n d u s t h a t L B 54 0 , wh i ch i s Se n a t o r Ra i ke s '
b i l l , i t ' s o n Fi n a l Re ad i n g , i f we d o t h i s , wi l l c ome b a c k wi t h
a pr o p o sa l t o i n se r t t h e $ 1 . 0 5 . An d I wo u l d en co u r a g e y o u n o t
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